Combination chemotherapy of intermediate-grade and high-grade non-Hodgkin's lymphoma with MACOP-B: a Southwest Oncology Group study.
One hundred nine assessable patients with measurable stage II, III, or IV intermediate- or high-grade lymphoma were treated with methotrexate with leucovorin, doxorubicin, cyclophosphamide, vincristine, prednisone, and bleomycin (MACOP-B) by members of the Southwest Oncology Group (SWOG) between November 1985 and June 1986 to confirm the activity of the program as initially described by Klimo and Connors and to test the safety of using third-generation regimens in a cooperative group. The median age was 53.5 years, and stage II was seen in 30% of patients and diffuse large-cell histology in 63%. Complete remission (CR) was achieved in 50% of all patients and partial remission (PR) in 33%. Response rates did not differ by histology. Median follow-up is 46 months with 51% of patients alive at 3 years and 63% of CR patients free of disease at 3 years. Severe (grade 3) or worse hematologic toxicity was seen in 51% of all treated individuals, and 29% had severe mucositis. We failed to confirm the high response rates as originally reported. Whether MACOP-B is superior to other treatment regimens requires the prospective trial currently being conducted by the SWOG.